
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Cindy Nordstrom        

Department: Psychology     Phone Number: (618) 650-2582 

E-mail Address: cnordst@siue.edu                  Campus Box: 1121 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [X] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [X] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  9 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes 

  If yes, in which course? PSYC 491  

If yes, for how many credit hours? 3 hours 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Research Lab, AH 0340 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
Students will be involved in several studies 

   1) Weight discrimination study where lab associates will attempt to get hired at local stores either while wearing a 

"fat" suit (overweight applicant) or as a "normal" weight applicant. Unobtrusively, another lab assoc. will monitor 

the interaction between the hiring manager and the applicant on a number of dimensions. We will also keep track of 

which applicants receive a call back for an interview.    

   2) An organizational bullying study looking at who (particularly interested in overweight employees' treatment) is 

more likely to be bullied as well organizational variables which may promote bullying behavior. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
Students will be involved in literature reviews, stimulus development, participant recruitment, data collection and 

analysis. Students will also assist in the write up of results for presentations and publications. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
Students will gain more experience with the different phases of the research process from designing a study, 

recruiting participants, collecting and analyzing data and learning how to write technical material. 

Hopefully as well if the studies are accepted for presentation, students will also have the chance to hone their 

professional presentation skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

For the most part students will be able to set their own schedules based upon their availability. Students must be 

available to spend at least 7 of the 9 hours in the lab. Mandatory lab meetings will also be established based upon lab 

associates and faculty availability. 

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
Students may travel to local malls in teams for the weight discrimination study. Typically we compensate them for 

their travel with gift cards at the end of the semester. 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
Preferably students will have taken PSYC 220/221 with a grade of B or higher. 

 

 

 


